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Welcome 

 

 

 

We invite you to: 

 
make connections, make comments. 

 

 ask clarifying questions, ask big picture 
questions. 

 

 



Objectives 

 

 

 

By the end of this webinar, we will have: 

examined elements of performance 
assessment. 

explored a framework for developing ELA 
performance assessments. 
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When you think about the concept of 
performance assessment, what comes to mind? 

 

 



 

Performance Assessment  

 

 
…measures a student’s ability to transfer 
knowledge and apply complex skills in an 
authentic environment.  



 

 

Performance Assessment 

 

 

The learner actually demonstrates the skills the 
assessment is intended to measure by doing 
real-world tasks that require those skills.  



 

Performance Assessment 

 

 

…requires students to demonstrate that they 
have mastered specific skills and competencies 
by performing or producing something. 



Elements of Performance Assessment  

 
• Real-world scenario and authentic 
• Student-centered  
• Proficiency-based, standards-based 
• Complex process 
• Multiple outcomes  
• Higher-order thinking  
• Teaching, learning, and assessing combined 
• Transparent evaluation criteria 
• Formative and summative 
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“Education is not a preparation for life; education 
is life itself.” (Dewey, 1937) 

 

 

 

 

“Assessment is authentic when we directly examine student 
performance on worthy tasks.” 

 

“Assessment should primarily support the needs of 
learners.” 

 
(Wiggins, Grant. The Case for Authentic Assessment, 1990) 

 

 



Performance =  Content + Process 

 

• Content – the facts, concepts, and skills to be 
mastered 

 

• Process – the steps or tasks that demonstrate 
levels of mastery  

 

• Performance – the use of content AND process to 
a standard 

 

 



 
 

 
Reading » 2 
• Determine central ideas or themes of a text and 

analyze their development; summarize the key 
supporting details and ideas. 
 

Writing » 1 
• Write arguments to support claims in an analysis 

of substantive topics or texts using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 



Listening » 2 
• Integrate and evaluate information presented in 

diverse media and formats, including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally. 

 
Language » 4 
• Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown 

and multiple-meaning words and phrases by 
using context clues, analyzing meaningful word 
parts, and consulting general and specialized 
reference materials, as appropriate. 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Would we send our 
players out to play a 
real game against 
another team 
without a 
scrimmage? 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Performance Assessment and Sports 



Our basketball team 

 

 

How would our 
players react if we 
asked them to 
find the sum of 
their team jersey 
numbers during 
practice? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

“The level of mastery that will be reached is 
determined entirely by what sort of 
questions students are expected to answer.” 

 

 
 

(Babrick-Santoyo, Driven by Data) 



Performance =  Content + Process 

 

• Content – the facts, concepts, and skills to be 
mastered 

 

• Process – the steps or tasks that demonstrate 
levels of mastery  

 

• Performance – the use of content AND process to 
a standard 

 

 



Performance Assessment 

 
 

 
 

“It is an empty exercise to assess student learning without 
providing a means to adjust teaching in response to deficiencies 
revealed through the information gleaned from that 
assessment.”  (Chun, 2010.) 



How performance assessment fits into 
curriculum design and instruction: 

 
What should students know and be able to do?   

  standards 
 
What will demonstrate student learning?      

  performance assessments 
 
What sequence of lessons will provide observable 
evidence of student learning?  

  curriculum 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Are the tasks we have students engage in 
reflective of the standards? 

Do our assessment tasks reflect our learning 
goals? 

What % of our assessments are higher-order 
tasks?  



 Benefits of Performance Assessment: 

Traditional: 
• Teacher-centered 
• Summative 
• Closed-answer (multiple 

choice, short answer, 
memorization, definitions) 

• Content driven 
• Completed in isolation 
• One correct answer 
• Lower-order (recall, basic 

inference) 
• Seldom transferable 
• Subjective evaluation 

Performance: 
• Learner-centered 
• Formative & summative 
• Open-answer 
• Content & skills 

(process)driven 
• Collaborative 
• Multiple possibilities  
• Real-world basis 
• Higher-order (critical thinking 

& problem solving ) 
• Transferable skills 
• Transparent evaluation 

 



 

Teachers and learners should be engaged 
together in “setting learning goals that establish 
the parameters of what counts as evidence that 
learning has indeed occurred.” 

 
(Moss & Brookhart, 2009.) 



FRAMEWORK FOR DEVELOPING 
PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS 

CCSS Grades 6-12 ELA & Literacy 
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Sources/content 

 Readings 

 Video clips 

 Audio clips 

 Graphs, charts,  
other visuals 

 Structured internet 
search 

 Primary sources 

 Data 

 

Information Processing 
 Analyze questions 

 Respond to 
questions 

• Organize 
information 

• Discuss/dialogue 
content 

• Interpret results 

• Synthesize data 

• Determine next 
steps 

• Deconstruct theory 
or bias 

 

 

Product/Performance 

 Essay, report, story, 
script, proposal 

 Speech/presentation 
with/without 
graphics 

 Multi-modal 
representation  
with/without 
technology 

 

 

 
Components of Performance 

Assessment 
 



Standards State the CCSS and other content skills/standards that will be 
measured in by this task.  

Big Ideas/Enduring 
Understanding 

Describe the Big Ideas/overall concepts students should take 
away from this process.  

Essential Questions What are the essential questions students will answer in order to 
develop these enduring understandings? 

Culminating 
Performance/Product 

Describe the final task and the format it will take (e.g., you will 
present an argument for…by organizing a debate…). 

Content/Sources Cite the sources (including text, audio, visual etc. ) students will 
access to complete each task. 

Formative Steps Clearly explain how the students will interact with the sources to 
complete the tasks that lead to the culminating 
product/performance. Include any guided questions, scaffolds or 
steps in this process.  

Evaluation Include a detailed method of evaluation (e.g., rubric, checklist, 
etc.) that clearly communicates what students need to do to 
demonstrate proficiency. 

 Framework for Developing Performance Assessments 



from NYC DOE, Tasks, Units, and Student Work 



• ELA  & Literacy Standards 

 

 

 

 













• Deconstructed concepts, content, skills 

• Multiple steps/tasks support multiple sources/ 
content, skills, standards 

• Varying levels of intentional scaffolding 

• Differentiation 

• Increase in rigor 

• Advance in Levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy 

• Small-group, whole group interaction 

• Continuous feedback 

 











 

 

“Teachers and students work together to 
gather information about the strengths and 
weaknesses of their performances in ways 
that inform all learners and all learning in 
the classroom.” 

 
(Moss & Brookhart, 2009.) 

 





 

• Summative and formative – process essential 
for product 

• Transparent criteria 

• Varied products/performance 

• Students know how they compare and what 
mastery looks like 
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“Tell me and I forget, teach me and I may 
remember, involve me and I learn.”  
 
 
(Benjamin Franklin) 

 



 

 

 

 

How do you see integrating performance 
assessment into your content 
area/curriculum? 

 



Resource Links: 

• Taking Teaching to (Performance) Task, Linking Pedagogical and Assessment Practices: 
http://www.collegiatelearningassessment.org/files/TakingTeachingToTask2.pdf 
 
• Scholastic, Teachers’ Timely topics: Performance Assessment:   
http://teacher.scholastic.com/professional/assessment/perfassess.htm 

 
• Authentic Education: http://www.authenticeducation.org/index.lasso 
 
• Authentic Assessment Toolbox, John Mueller: 
http://jfmueller.faculty.noctrl.edu/toolbox/whatisit.htm 
 
• The Reading and Writing Project Common Core Aligned Performance Assessments: 
http://readingandwritingproject.com/resources/assessments/performance-assessments.html 

 
• New York City Department of Education, Tasks, Units & Student Work:  
http://schools.nyc.gov/Academics/CommonCoreLibrary/TasksUnitsStudentWork/default.htm 

 
• Smarter Balanced ELA Performance Tasks: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pw1ACjQVNSE 
• Smarter Balanced Performance Task sample items: 
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/sample-items-and-performance-tasks/ 
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